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Black44 Professional Development Retreat Weekend
October 13-15, 2017 | Washington, D.C. 

Friday, October 13

Black44 Alumni Welcome Happy Hour
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Hawthorne
1336 U St NW, 2nd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20009

Saturday, October 14

2nd Annual Black44 Professional Development Retreat
Registration: 8:30 AM, Program: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Jack Morton Auditorium, The George Washington University
805 21st St NW, Washington, D.C. 20052

Black44 Retreat Reception
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Tonic Restaurant

2036 G St NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 

Sunday, October 15

Black44 Alumni Farewell Brunch
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Old Engine 12
1626 N. Capitol St NW, Washington, D.C. 20002
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Thank you for attending the second annual Black44 Professional Development 
Retreat, and for your continued participation as a member of Black44. Supporting 
this well-networked and civic-minded group ensures access to the brightest 
talent and leading voices on the issues of our time. This Retreat, in partnership 
with the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, brings together former 
Presidential appointees who served President Barack Obama at the White House 
and at agencies throughout the Federal government. Members of Black44 are 
recognized as thought leaders and trailblazers, working in various sectors and 
industries to continue the legacy of President Obama. We hope you will use this 
time to build relationships, foster progressive dialogue on critical issues, and 
develop strategies for building a stronger and more inclusive nation. 

     3
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Registration + Coffee - Jack Morton Auditorium Lobby

Opening Remarks - Jack Morton Auditorium

Obama Foundation Update - Jack Morton Auditorium
Michael Smith, Executive Director, MBK Alliance; Director, Youth Opportunity Programs, 
Obama Foundation

Morning Plenary: What Matters in the Resistance Era - Jack Morton Auditorium
Speakers who now work on Capitol Hill and in the non-profit advocacy world discuss 
their work against the challenges in the current political environment. At a time when the 
majority party has unified control of Congress and the White House, it is critical to work 
together in a coordinated fashion to resist any overreach that will negatively impact this 
country and the values we hold dear.

James Cadogan, Director, Marshall Institute, NAACP Defense & Educational Fund
Ashley Etienne, Communications Director, Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
Quentin James, Executive Director, The Collective PAC
Karine Jean-Pierre, Senior Advisor and National Spokesman for MoveOn.org
Saumya Narechania, National Issues Campaign Manager, Organizing for America

Break

Personal Development Breakouts (please choose one)

	 Obama Legacy Initiatives - Stockton Hall Room 306
	 Kalisha Dessources, National Director, Young Women’s Initiative	
	 Michael Smith, Executive Director, MBK Alliance at the Obama Foundation
 	 Stephanie S. Owens, Deputy Director, Reach Higher and Civic Nation
 	
	 Running for Office (& Staffing a Campaign) - Stockton Hall Room 304
	 Ra Shád Frazier-Gaines, Director of Government and Community Relations,
	 FairVote
	 Will Jawando, Candidate for Montgomery County Council
	 Maurielle H. Stewart, Cheverly, MD Councilmember
		
	 Raising Your Profile - Stockton Hall Room 305
	 Adrienne A. Harris, Chief Business Dev. Officer & General Counsel, States Title
	 Adam Hodge, Vice President, SKD Knickerbocker
	 Ann Walker Marchant, Principal, WMG
	 Robert Raben, Founder, The Raben Group		
		
	 Starting Your Own Business - Stockton Hall Room 301	
	 Taylor Campbell, Owner, Contextual Strategy
	 Jason Green, Co-Founder, Skillsmart
	 Camille Stewart, Cybersecurity & Privacy, Deloitte
	 Antonio White, Founder, Beyond Ideas Group

8:30

9:00

9:15

10:00

11:15

11:30
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Retreat Program
 A

genda
Lunch  - Art Gallery at the Jack Morton Auditorium

Career Discussions (please choose one)
	
	 Positioning Yourself To Win At Your Job Search - Stockton Hall Room 304
	 Louis Montgomery, Jr., HR Executive Search Practice Leader, Korn Ferry
	 Conrad Woody, Principal, Korn Ferry
	
	 Private Sector - Jack Morton Auditorium
	 Adrienne A. Harris, Chief Business Dev. Officer & General Counsel, States Title
		
	 Federal, State, and Local Government - Stockton Hall Room 306
	 Brent Johnson, Special Assistant & Traveling Chief of Staff, D.C. Deputy Mayor 	
	 for Greater Economic Opportunity
	 Tené A. Dolphin, Interim Director, D.C. Dept. of Small & Local Business Dev.
	 Maia Estes, Chief of Staff, Rep. Anthony Brown (MD-04)
	 Courtney R. Snowden, D.C. Deputy Mayor for Greater Economic Opportunity

	 Philanthropy, Non-Profit, Think Tanks, Academia - Stockton Hall Room 305
	 Aaron Jenkins, VP for Policy & Advocacy, The Expectations Project
	 Alex T. Johnson, Senior Policy Advisor, Open Society Foundations
	 Anthony Robinson, Director for Training & Public Engagement, 
	 Truman National Security Project

	 Foreign Policy + National Security - Stockton Hall Room 301
	 Diana C. Banks, VP for Corporate Affairs and Managing Counsel, Roboteam
	 Linda Etim, Former Assistant Administrator for Africa, USAID

Break

Afternoon Plenary: Defending Obama’s Legacy - Jack Morton Auditorium
This session will feature former senior appointees who led work in the areas of health 
care, national security, and criminal justice. The panelists will provide an overview of 
where the Obama Administration left things from a policy perspective, the benefits 
and freedoms that were afforded to citizens as a result of their efforts, an update 
on where these policies currently stand or may be headed, and organizations or 
individuals who are leading the charge on any ongoing support or resistance efforts.

Wally Adeyemo, Managing Director, Blackrock
Roy L. Austin, Jr., Partner, Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP
Michele L. Jawando, Vice President, Legal Progress, Center for American Progress
Jeanne Lambrew, Senior Fellow, The Century Foundation

The Future of Black44 - Jack Morton Auditorium

Closing Remarks - Jack Morton Auditorium

Retreat Reception - Tonic Restaurant, 2036 G St NW, Washington, DC 20036

12:45

2:00

3:15

3:30

4:45

5:15

6:00
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Adam Hodge
Adam is a veteran strategic and crisis communications tactician with experience in 
government, political campaigns and on Capitol Hill. Adam joined SKDKnickerbocker 
from the Democratic National Committee where he was the Communications Director. 
Before that, he served as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs at the Treasury 
Department where he received the Distinguished Service Award. At Treasury, Adam led 
strategic communications efforts for domestic finance issues, focusing on regulation of 

financial markets, Treasury’s investment portfolio, including General Motors and Ally Financial, and 
housing finance reform. He also directed the media strategy for several high profile legal challenges 
and Congressional investigations. Before Treasury, Adam was a Regional Press Secretary at the 
Democratic National Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, and 
served as the Press Secretary for House Majority Whip James Clyburn and the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee. He also worked for Senator Chris Dodd. Adam hails from St. Croix, 
U.S.V.I., and is a graduate of Wesleyan University where he captained the golf team. He lives in 
Washington D.C. with his wife and son.

Adrienne A. Harris
Adrienne is the Chief Business Development Officer and General Counsel of States 
Title, Inc. Prior, Adrienne was Special Assistant to President Obama for Economic Policy 
at the National Economic Council in the Obama White House, where her portfolio 
included financial reform, financial technology, cyber security, consumer protection, 
and housing finance reform. She came to the White House from the U.S. Department 
of Treasury where she served as Senior Advisor to Deputy Secretary Sarah Bloom 

Raskin. Prior, Adrienne was an Associate at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP in New York, representing 
financial institutions. Adrienne also served as an advisor to Cory Booker’s 2013 Senate campaign 
and as Deputy Campaign Manager for his mayoral reelection bid in 2010. She served as Executive 
Director of the Transition for Manhattan DA Cyrus R. Vance, Jr. and worked as a Press Secretary in 
Pennsylvania on President Obama’s first presidential campaign. She was also a Judicial Clerk in the 
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. Adrienne earned her M.B.A. from NYU 
Stern, her J.D. from Columbia University Law School, where she was a member of the Columbia Law 
Review, and her B.A. from Georgetown University, where she graduated with honors. 

Aaron Jenkins
A Washington, DC native, Aaron is the Vice President of Policy and Advocacy for The 
Expectations Project, a non-profit organization that organizes faith communities to 
advocate for K-12 public education. He is the former Director of the White House 
Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the Department of 
Commerce. A former Executive Director of an education non-profit organization, Aaron 
has nearly fourteen years of federal, state and local public sector and non profit sector 

work experience. He volunteers as the chair of the mentoring program for the Abramson Scholarship 
Foundation, which provides scholarships and mentoring to first generation college students from DC 
Public Schools. Aaron holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Williams College in Political Science and 
completed a graduate fellowship at the University of California, Berkeley’s Goldman School of Public 
Policy. He became a licensed minister in 2016.
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Alex T. Johnson
Alex is the Senior Policy Advisor for Europe and Eurasia at the Open Society 
Foundations in Washington, D.C. Johnson is a former Obama Administration 
appointee at the Department of Defense where he served as Special Advisor for 
Russia/Ukraine External Affairs in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy). 
Johnson served from 2007 to 2015 as a policy advisor at the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (U.S. Helsinki Commission), including almost four years 

as Representative of the Helsinki Commission at the United States Mission to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe in Vienna, Austria. Johnson was a Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation fellow in the office of U.S. Representative Alcee L. Hastings and a consultant for local 
government initiatives in Portland and Corvallis, Oregon. Johnson holds a BS in natural resources 
and an MPP, both from Oregon State University.

Ann Walker Marchant
Ann is the Founder and CEO of The Walker Marchant Group (WMG), a strategic 
communications and public relations firm that is widely recognized for global issues 
management and crisis communications on behalf of the world’s most recognized 
corporations and organizations. Prior to founding WMG, Ann worked in Democratic 
politics and served as White House Special Assistant to President Clinton and Director 
of Communications Research. With over 20 years of experience counseling corporate 

and political leaders on communications strategy and reputation management, Ann has created 
and managed issues campaigns for clients that include gender and racial equity, organizational 
diversity and representation, cultural competency, and health and food access. Her thorough 
knowledge of media, thought-leadership and decision-makers enables insights that produce 
measurable outcomes and results. Ann serves as trustee for The George Washington University, 
board member of the National Trust for the Humanities, and chair of the executive committee of 
Knock Out Abuse. She resides in Washington, DC and on airplanes.

Anthony Robinson
Anthony serves as the Director of Training and Public Engagement for Truman 
Center for National Policy and Truman National Security Project. He is responsible for 
designing, organizing, and conducting a wide range of issue-based and skill-building 
trainings and briefings for Truman Members, allied organizations, and political and 
policy leaders. Prior to joining Truman, Anthony served as a White House appointee 
during the Obama Administration at the Department of Defense in the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. Additionally, Anthony served as the Special 
Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Veterans Employment and Training Service (VETS) at the 
Department of Labor and as the Special Advisor to the Assistant Secretary in the Office of Aviation 
and International Affairs at the Department of Transportation. Anthony is a veteran of the United 
States Marine Corps. He has a BA degree from North Carolina A&T State University. 

G
uest Biographies (by first nam

e)
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Antonio White
Antonio is the founder of Beyond Ideas Group, a special events production and 
creative strategy company. He spent nearly 5 years in the Obama Administration, 
where he served at both the White House & the U.S. Treasury Department.  At Treasury, 
Antonio supported the Offices of Secretaries Tim Geithner and Jack Lew, where he 
managed operations and communications logistics for dozens of official international 
and domestic trips, media appearances, and public engagements. Later as Senior 

Advisor, he developed public event and CEO/stakeholder engagement strategies that amplified the 
Department’s policy views, specifically on trade, tax, cybersecurity, and job creation. Following the 
Administration, Antonio was Director at Hamilton Place Strategies, where he managed corporate 
communications projects. A native of Cleveland, OH, he earned a bachelor’s degree from Miami 
University, and a master’s degree from Morgan State University. His YouTube Vlog, “I Don’t Know S* 
About Business” provides practical tips for aspiring entrepreneurs. http://beyondideasgroup.com

Brent Johnson
Brent is currently an appointee in the Executive Office of  DC Mayor Muriel Bowser, 
working specifically as the Special Assistant to the Deputy Mayor for Greater Economic 
Opportunity. Prior to this role, Brent served in the Obama Administration from August 
2014-January 2017 at the Department of Commerce as Secretary Pritzker’s Special 
Advisor and Director of Scheduling. Before joining the Administration, Brent worked 
at the national advocacy nonprofit, Voices for Progress. A native of Dallas, Texas, Brent 

received his Bachelor’s Degree from St. Edward’s University in Austin, TX, and his master of Public 
Administration from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University. Brent lives in Washington, DC with 
his husband Kyle. 

Ashley Etienne
Ashley is a Communications Director and Senior Advisor to House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi. Most recently she served as a Special Assistant to President Obama and 
Director of Communications for the Cabinet. Before the White House, she served as the 
Deputy Communications Director and Spokesperson for House Democratic Leader and 
former Speaker Nancy Pelosi and as Director of Communications for House Democrats 
on the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, and Congressman Elijah 

Cummings. She led House Democrats’ communication work related to U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder’s contempt fight, as well as top oversight investigations targeting the Obama Administration. 
She served as the Spokesperson and Press Secretary for the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, President Obama’s United We Serve initiative, and President Barack Obama’s 
campaign in Virginia. After the election, she launched a communications consulting firm, working 
on projects such as the City of Chicago’s 2016 Olympic Bid, and a ten-thousand person education 
equality rally. She has a B.S. in Political Science from Sam Houston State University and a M.A. in 
Political Communications from Johns Hopkins University. 
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Camille Stewart
Camille is a senior cyber risk consultant at Deloitte & Touche LLP focused on national 
security and cyber innovation identifying promising startups for potential collaboration 
with the firm. As a cyber, technology, and intellectual property attorney, Camille 
brings specialized, crosscutting perspective to bear on complex technology, cyber, 
and national security issues. She served as the Senior Policy Advisor for Cyber 
Infrastructure & Resilience Policy at the Department of Homeland Security in the 

Obama Administration. Prior to working at DHS, Camille spent five years as the Senior Manager, 
Legal Affairs at Cyveillance, Inc. She also founded a legal consultancy and startup incubator, 
MarqueLaw, PLLC.  Camille is an Inaugural Internet Law and Policy Foundry Fellow, a Truman 
Security Fellow, a CFR Term Member, is part of Women in Technology leadership, and recently 
launched the Hustle Over Entitlement Podcast - telling stories of trailblazers and risk takers. www.
CamilleStewart.com

Conrad Woody
Conrad is a Principal at Korn Ferry and a member the Firm’s Corporate Affairs Center 
of Expertise. Mr. Woody specializes in executing senior-level federal, state, and 
international government affairs and corporate communications searches for major 
corporations and trade associations in a broad range of industries including financial 
services, healthcare, insurance, aviation, defense and technology. Some of his recent 
clients include Amazon.com, Aetna, The Boeing Company, The Business Roundtable, 

Caterpillar Inc., Cisco Systems, CVS Caremark, Delta Air Lines, Detroit Economic Growth Council, 
Google, Herbalife, Inc., The Private Equity Growth Capital Council, the Rhode Island Economic 
Development Council,  Starbucks Coffee Company, and Walgreens. Prior, he was a member of the 
firm-wide diversity recruiting team at Goldman Sachs, where he managed pre-college outreach 
initiatives and diversity recruitment in the Black, Native American, and Disability space. He began 
his career as an aide for Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes-Norton (D-DC). He serves on the board 
of Starting With Today, Inc. and Step Afrika Inc. He earned a bachelor of arts degree in political 
science at Howard University, where he was President of the Howard University Student Association.

Courtney R. Snowden
Courtney serves as the Deputy Mayor for Greater Economic Opportunity in 
Washington, DC, appointed by Mayor Muriel Bowser in April 2015. A sixth-
generation Washingtonian, Courtney is charged with rebuilding and revitalizing 
overlooked and underserved communities, with a focus on building a world 
class workforce system and growing a vibrant small business ecosystem in the 
nation’s capitol. Formerly a Principal at The Raben Group, a premiere progressive 

public policy firm, Courtney relied upon a wealth of grassroots organizing, electoral, and policy 
experience to work for her clients. Courtney is a graduate from DC Public Schools, and earned her 
B.A in Political Science from Beloit College. She lives in the Deanwood neighborhood of Ward 7 
with her two sons, Malik and Maxwell.

G
uest Biographies (by first nam
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James Cadogan
James is the Director of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.’s 
Thurgood Marshall Institute. He manages advocacy and research initiatives 
against racial injustice and structural inequality, and contributes to LDF’s strategic 
communications. He served eight years in the Obama Administration, most recently at 
DOJ as Counselor to Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch. He was a member of the AG’s 
senior management team and advised the AG on criminal justice matters. Previously, 

he was Senior Counselor and Dir. of Policy and Planning in DOJ’s Civil Rights Division; Counsel to the 
Assistant Attorney General in DOJ’s Civil Division; and a Special Assistant at DOD. During the 2008 
general election, he co-directed Obama For America’s Voter Protection program in Ohio. He began 
his career as a litigation associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP. A non-career member of the 
Senior Executive Service, he has served as an adjunct professor at Catholic University Law School, is 
a recipient of the Attorney General’s Award for Exceptional Service, a recipient of the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense Award for Excellence, and is a fellow of the Truman National Security Project. 
He has an A.B. in English Literature from Princeton University and a J.D. from Columbia Law School.

Diana C. Banks
Diana is the Vice President for Corporate Affairs and Managing Counsel of Roboteam 
North America, an innovative small business which produces ground robotics for 
military and law enforcement operations worldwide. She was previously the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Force Education and Training. As a member of the 
Senior Executive Service, Ms. Banks was the youngest Deputy Assistant Secretary in 
the Department. She established the Force Education and Training office, leading 

over 105 senior civilian, military and contract personnel with a budget of over $1.1 billion. Prior to 
that appointment, she served as a Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense Ash Carter and the 
Undersecretary for Personnel and Readiness, Brad Carson. In those roles, she coordinated efforts 
to implement Obama Administration initiatives such as opening all military occupations to women 
and enabling open service for transgender individuals. She also served as a Special Assistant to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and Technology. Ms. Banks began her 
career as an associate in King & Spalding LLP’s Atlanta headquarters office, practicing in the law 
firm’s business litigation group. She is a graduate of Stanford University and Harvard Law School.

Funmi Olorunippa
Funmi is Legal Counsel at Palantir Technologies, on software contracts, data privacy 
and security, and compliance matters. Previously, she was Counsel for Policy in the 
Office of the Assistant Attorney General, U.S. DOJ, Civil Division, where coordinates 
review of legislative and regulatory proposals that may affect the Civil Division’s 
cases. She previously served the Obama Administration as an Ethics Counsel at 
the White House Counsel’s Office, where she provided guidance to Presidential 

appointees on government ethics, political activity, compliance and public-private partnerships. She 
also served as an Attorney Advisor at the U.S. Administrative Conference, where she focused on 
administrative law and government administration and management matters. She began her legal 
career in the private sector as an associate with the law firm of Manatt Phelps & Phillips LLP where 
she practiced complex civil litigation, government investigations and white collar crime defense 
before both federal and state courts. She graduated from UC Berkeley, School of Law (Boalt Hall) 
and holds a Masters in Public Administration from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. She earned a Bachelors in Political Science with honors and a Bachelors in Public 
Relations from the University of Florida and was inducted into their Hall of Fame.
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Jason Green
Before founding SkillSmart, Jason held a number of positions in local and federal 
government, most recently serving as Associate Counsel to President Barack Obama, 
advising the president and senior staff on legal, economic and domestic policy matters. 
His exposure to national unemployment rates, policy responses and the effects on the 
economy inspired the SkillSmart platform. Prior to his time at the White House, Jason 
served as the National Voter Registration Director for the Obama Campaign during 

the 2008 general election and held several leadership positions in various states throughout the 
2008 primary election and caucuses. Before joining Team Obama, Jason ran local and state-wide 
field operations for several political campaigns. Jason is a graduate of Washington University in St. 
Louis and earned a law degree from Yale Law School where he pursued his interest in community 
empowerment strategies. He continues that passion today through his work on the advisory boards 
of Per Scholas, the South Africa International Washington Program, and Heritage Montgomery, and 
by serving as co-chair of a regional task force addressing cybersecurity employment.

Jeanne Lambrew
Jeanne is a PhD and a senior fellow at The Century Foundation and an adjunct 
professor at the NYU Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. Her writing, research, 
and teaching focus on policies to improve health care access, affordability, and quality. 
In the first two years of the Obama Administration, she was the director of the Office 
of Health Reform at HHS. From 2011 to January 2017, she worked at the White House 
as the deputy assistant to the president for health policy. Prior to joining the Obama 

Administration, Lambrew was an associate professor at both the Lyndon B. Johnson School of 
Public Affairs in Austin, Texas (2007–2008) and the George Washington University School of Public 
Health (2001–2007). She also served as senior fellow for health policy at the Center for American 
Progress (2003–2007). Lambrew also served in the Clinton Administration in the HHS Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (1993–1995), the White House National Economic 
Council (1997–1999), and the White House Office of Management and Budget (2000–2001). She 
received her master’s and doctoral degrees in health policy from University of North Carolina’s 
school of public health and her bachelor’s degree from Amherst College.

Kalisha Dessources
Kalisha is a PhD candidate at Yale University, where her research interests include 
urban poverty and inequity in the education and justice systems. Kalisha is also the 
consulting director of the National Collaborative of Young Women’s Initiatives—a 
collaborative effort made by eight independent women’s foundations to address 
barriers faced by low-income women and girls, and women and girls of color. Prior, 
she served as the Policy Advisor to President Obama’s White House Council on 

Women and Girls, where she directed the work to advance equity for women and girls of color. She 
wrote several reports on the key issues that women and girls of color throughout the country face, 
and convened thousands of stakeholders at the White House for conferences that spanned issues 
including women and criminal justice, exclusionary school discipline and girls of color, and diversity 
and inclusion in STEM.  Prior to her time at the White House, Kalisha served as a Teach for America 
Corps member, teaching secondary math and science in Philadelphia. A proud Haitian-American 
from New York, Kalisha received her Bachelors of Science in Industrial and Labor Relations from 
Cornell University, and her Masters from the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of 
Education.

G
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Linda Etim
Linda most recently served as the U.S Agency for International Development’s (USAID) 
Assistant Administrator for Africa from 2015 to January 2017 and Deputy Assistant 
Administrator from 2012 to 2015. In that capacity, she was responsible for more than 
$7 billion of assistance funding 46 countries in sub-Saharan Africa over 1,000 staff. 
From 2009 to 2012, Ms. Etim served as the Director for East Africa on the White 
House National Security Council, where she was responsible for coordinating some 

of the African continent’s most important challenges including countering rising levels of violent 
extremism, developing a meaningful approach to Africa’s youth bulge, and uneven record of 
democratic governance. Prior to that, Ms. Etim spent over a decade as a specialist in African security 
affairs for the Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency. Ms. Etim received a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin in international affairs, French, and Portuguese 
with concentrations in Agricultural Economics and African Studies. She received a certificate in 
International Affairs from Sciences-Po Paris and studied land reform at the Universidade de Sao 
Paulo in Brazil.

Karine Jean-Pierre
Karine is the Senior Advisor and National Spokesperson for MoveOn.org. She is also 
a Contributing Editor for Bustle. She previously served as the Deputy Campaign 
Manager for Martin O’Malley for President. In 2014 she was the Campaign Manager 
for the ACLU’s Reproductive Freedom Initiate (RFI). Previously, she managed Tish 
James’ successful campaign for New York City Public Advocate. In 2011, Jean-Pierre 
served as Deputy Battleground States Director for President Obama’s 2012 re-election 

campaign. Before that she served as the Regional Political Director for the White House Office 
of Political Affairs. She worked on the Obama for America campaign in 2008 as the Southeast 
Regional Political Director, and as Press Secretary to Congressmen Anthony Weiner, Deputy Chief 
of Staff and Director of Legislative and Budget Affairs for two New York City Council Members. 
Jean-Pierre joined the Columbia University faculty in 2014 where she teaches a course at the School 
of International and Public Affairs (SIPA).  She received her MPA from Columbia University’s SIPA in 
2003.  Jean-Pierre appears as a political commentator on MSNBC, CNN, CNNi CSPAN, PBS News 
Hour, ABC “This Week”, HBO “Real Time with Bill Maher.”

Karen Evans
Karen is a strategy consultant at Deloitte. In her spare time, she volunteers as part 
of the planning committee for Black44, the affinity network for African-American 
appointees and alumni of the Obama Administration. Prior to joining Deloitte, she 
served at the White House under President Barack Obama as Assistant Director to 
the Office of Cabinet Affairs. She also served as a Special Assistant in the White 
House Office of Management and Administration. Prior to that, she was a staffer for 

Senator Kay R. Hagan, and she managed several volunteers as a staffer on the 2012 Presidential 
Inaugural Committee, the 2012 Democratic National Convention, and with Organizing for Ameria 
during President Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign. She was a Fulbright Scholar at the U.S. 
Department of State in Indonesia, and is a proud graduate of Spelman College, where she earned 
a B.A. in Political Science with Honors. Karen is from Charlotte, North Carolina and resides in 
Washington, D.C.
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Louis Montgomery, Jr.
Louis is a senior member of Korn Ferry’s Corporate Officer Practice. He specializes 
in placing senior leaders in Commercial Enterprises, Trade Associations, Academic 
Medicine Centers and in Higher Education. Prior, he served as Senior Managing 
Director at a boutique search firm and was Senior VP, Human Resources at Serco Inc. 
He has worked in a variety of Human Resources roles encompassing manufacturing, 
sales, talent acquisition and diversity/inclusion. He has worked for Fortune 500 

companies such as IBM, Celanese, Pepsico, Kraft Foods, Altria, and the AES Corporation. He has 
held a variety of positions including Chief Human Resources Officer and Head of Talent Acquisition 
and Chief Diversity Officer. He is the author of “A Year’s Worth of Inspiration”, which highlights 
his observations and insights gleaned from everyday experiences. He graduated from Cornell 
University where he majored in Industrial and Labor Relations. Also while at Cornell he was a Varsity 
Letterwinner in Football and Track and achieved All Conference Honors in Track. Louis was honored 
with an induction into the Christian Brothers College High School Hall of Fame and he remains active 
in their Alumni Association. He has also coached Little League Baseball, Football and Youth Soccer.

Maia Estes
Maia serves as Chief of Staff to Rep. Anthony Brown of Maryland’s 4th Congressional 
District. Prior to joining Rep. Brown as his Chief of Staff, Maia served as the Director 
of Policy and Legislative Affairs for Washington DC Mayor Muriel Bowser. This is the 
second time around that Maia and Mr. Brown are working together. When Mr. Brown 
served as Lieutenant Governor of Maryland, Maia served as his chief of staff for four 
years. Before joining the Office of the Lt. Governor, Maia had significant roles in the 

2010 Maryland Gubernatorial campaign and the 2008 local Bethesda, MD Obama campaign. Maia 
earned a BA degree in English from Spelman College, graduating cum laude. She earned her JD 
from Georgetown University Law Center and completed a year as a visiting student at New York 
University Law School.

Maurielle Stewart
Maurielle is in her second term as Councilmember of the Cheverly Town Council in 
Cheverly, MD. She began at St. Mary’s College of Maryland as Student Trustee—
the highest student position on campus and a voting member of the Board. Upon 
graduation she joined the Office of Congressman Steny Hoyer as a Constituent Liaison 
in the Waldorf District Office, where she specialized in defense, senior citizen, and 
veteran affairs issues. She simultaneously served on the Executive Board of the PG 

County Young Democrats as the VP of Communications where she served her peers at the county 
level. In 2015 she was elected to the Cheverly Town Council as the Ward 4 Councilmember. She 
accepted a political appointment in February 2016 in the Office of General Counsel at NASA 
and concurrently as a Fellow with the American Security Project’s Women in National Security 
Leadership Program. She then worked for the County Executive in the Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs. She also is a mentor in HERStory, supporting at-risk high school girls; helps seniors in her 
community “age in motion” on the Board of Directors of the Cheverly Village; facilitates social 
justice-themed discussions through her church; and enjoys various speaking/hosting engagements.
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Michele L. Jawando
Michele is the VP for Legal Progress at American Progress. Previously, she served 
as general counsel and senior advisor to Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY). She led the 
passage of the 9/11 health bill; the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell; the confirmation 
of Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor and Justice Elena Kagan; and Sen. 
Gillibrand’s work on military and campus sexual assault. Aside from her efforts to 
ensure a full and functioning judiciary, Michele’s passion is protecting and securing 

voting rights for all citizens. She served as national campaign manager for election protection and 
legislative counsel at People For the American Way Foundation. There, she managed a campaign 
devoted to reforming the election process and served as the deputy campaign manager for PFAW 
Foundation’s Restore My Vote, providing assistance to ex-offenders in the clemency restoration 
process. She is a contributing host on The Leslie Marshall Show on the Progressive Voices Network 
and iHeartRadio, and on the Agenda with Ari Rabin-Havt on SiriusXM Progress Channel 127. 
Currently, she co-hosts the Center For American Progress podcast, Thinking CAP. She holds a B.A. 
with honors from Hampton University and a J.D. from the UNC School of Law. 

Michael Smith
Michael currently serves as Director of Youth Opportunity Programs at the Obama 
Foundation and Executive Director of the My Brother’s Keeper Alliance (on loan 
from the Obama Foundation). In these roles, Michael leads the Obama Foundation’s 
efforts to scale the My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) initiative and aligned efforts to expand 
opportunity for youth in greatest need. Michael was part of the team that designed 
and launched My Brother’s Keeper, a cross-sector call to action to address persistent 

opportunity gaps faced by boys and young men of color and to ensure that all young people can 
reach their full potential. As Special Assistant to President Obama and Senior Director of Cabinet 
Affairs for My Brother’s Keeper, Michael became the first and only White House director of the 
initiative. Before joining the Obama Administration Michael served as Senior Vice President of 
Social Innovation at the Case Foundation, where he oversaw the Foundation’s giving and program 
strategy and guided numerous sector-building initiatives and public-private partnerships. rior to 
his federal service, Michael served for many years on the boards of Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement (PACE), Idealist.org and Public Allies.

Michael Hornsby
Michael is a Customer Success Director at Saleforce. He works with global executives 
as a trusted advisor. He has 20 years of experience providing senior leaders with 
high value technical, operational and strategic advice. Prior, he spent 8 years in 
the Obama Administration. As the Chief of Staff in the Office of Administration, 
he managed the Presidential Transition for the enterprise and provided oversight 
to the IT, Facilities, and Human Resources teams. As the Acting CIO for the White 

House in 2015, he led his team through a major reorganization and service delivery redesign. His 
early assignments in the White House focused on managing technical operations and application 
development. In the fall of 2010 he and his team implemented the first Software as a Service 
application in the White House Office of Presidential Correspondence. He began in San Francisco’s 
startup community as a web designer and project manager, then began to lead teams through large 
design efforts and product deployments. A passion for education led him to work on an initiative 
that used technology to motivate students who displayed an interest in software engineering and 
design. He currently resides in Washington D.C. with his wife and children.
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Robert Raben
Robert’s legislative career began on Congressman Barney Frank’s (D-MA) staff and 
culminated in House Judiciary Committee Chairman Henry Hyde’s (R-IL) endorsement 
of his appointment to the Justice Department as Assistant Attorney General for 
Legislative Affairs. He built a reputation for collegiality and effectiveness through his 
collaboration with Republican members and staff on issues including the omnibus 
patent reform bill, database protection standards, and copyright liability for Internet 

service providers. In 1999, Mr. Raben earned an appointment as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General at the White House. After graduating from the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania and New York University School of Law, he was an associate with the law firm of 
Arnold & Porter. Soon after, he joined the faculty of Georgetown University Law School as an adjunct 
professor. In 2002 he founded The Raben Group and serves as President. He is the President of the 
Hispanic Bar Association of DC Foundation and chairs the Endorsement Committee. He serves on 
the boards of the My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, International Refugee Assistance Project, the Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies, NCLR Action Fund and the DC Public Education Fund. 

Ra Shád Frazier-Gaines
Frazier-Gaines served the President of the Association of African American Students 
while attending the Univ. of South Carolina, and was host committee chair of the 2007 
College Democrats of America National Convention. He served in several leadership 
positions in the Young Democrats of America (YDA, most notably as Founder and 
Chairman of their Black Caucus. He has traveled across the nation advising progressive 
candidates and campaigns. He was a field organizer in Wilmington, DE and in 2009, 

launched a consulting firm for campaigns, nonprofits, and small business in Birmingham, AL. 
He played a pivotal role as campaign manager of State Representative Courtney Allen Curtis of 
Ferguson, Missouri. He was elected as Treasurer of the Aiken County Historical Commission, and 
creates and hosts training conferences and summits, including for The Progressive Leadership 
Summit, and the Church of God in Christ AIM4Justice Social Justice Summit. He has been sought 
out for his expertise on issues facing young people and the African-American community and his 
experience in organizing and leading political campaigns. He has made appearances on WFXG 
Fox54, The Aiken Standard, The Post and Courier, Sputnick News, BBC NewsHour, and more.

Quentin James
Quentin is the Co-Founder & COO of Vestige Strategies, LLC – a top civic and 
community engagement consulting firm – through which he has created innovative and 
impactful campaigns for clients including: Google, Tumblr, Green for All and Dr. Keith 
Rowley, and the Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago. Previously, Quentin served as 
the National Black Americans Director for the Ready for Hillary PAC. Quentin formerly 
worked as the National Director of the Sierra Club’s Student Coalition. From 2009-

2013, Quentin was a member of the NAACP’s National Board of Directors. Quentin is the founder of 
The Collective PAC, an action committee focused on building black political power by electing black 
candidates on the local, state and federal level. He is also co-founder of Inclusv, a diversity hiring 
initiative that places talented staffers of color into campaigns and advocacy organizations. Quentin’s 
work has been featured in national media outlets and publications such as the Washington Post, 
NPR, USA Today, and Ebony Magazine. A 2011 graduate of Howard University in Washington, DC, 
Quentin received a B.A. in Afro American Studies and is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Incorporated. He resides in Cleveland, OH with his wife Stefanie Brown James and son Carter.
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Stephanie S. Owens
Stephanie serves as the Deputy Director of Reach Higher at Civic Nation. In that role, 
she serves as an advisor to former First Lady Michelle Obama regarding high school 
and post-secondary completion and leads campaigns to support students’ efforts 
to go to and complete college. Prior to joining Civic Nation, Stephanie served in 
multiple roles at the U.S. Department of Education under President Barack Obama’s 
administration, most notably with Mrs. Obama’s domestic education initiative, Reach 

Higher. In previous capacities, Stephanie advocated on Capitol Hill for middle grade and high 
school reform at the Alliance for Excellent Education, and supported the Chief of Staff at the School 
District of Philadelphia on special projects. Stephanie earned a bachelor’s degree in Government 
and Politics and a citation in Women’s Studies from the University of Maryland, College Park. She 
earned a master’s degree in Government Administration, with a concentration in Politics, from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Roy L. Austin, Jr.
Roy is a partner with the law firm of Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP, where he 
practices trial litigation. Mr. Austin began his career as an Honors Trial Attorney with 
the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division investigating and prosecuting hate 
crime and police brutality cases around the country. In 2000, he joined Keker & Van 
Nest LLP in San Francisco, as an associate working on complex civil and white-collar 
criminal cases, including a successful pro-bono civil lawsuit aimed at preventing racial 

profiling by the California Highway Patrol. In 2002, he joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Columbia where he prosecuted domestic violence, adult and child sexual assault, human 
trafficking, homicide and fraud and public corruption cases. He left in 2007 to become a partner 
at McDermott, Will & Emery working primarily on white collar criminal cases. In January 2010, 
Mr. Austin was appointed Deputy Assistant Attorney General (DAAG), Civil Rights Division, U.S. 
Department of Justice. In March 2014, Mr. Austin joined the White House Domestic Policy Council 
as Deputy Assistant to the President for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity. Mr. 
Austin received his B.A. from Yale University and his J.D. from The University of Chicago.

Saumya Narechania
Saumya is the National Issues Campaign Manager for Organizing for Action. 
He implements public pressure campaigns that include grassroots, digital and 
communications engagement. He has worked on strategies for a variety of policy 
priorities, including protecting the Affordable Care Act, and engaging on the 
Congressional budget process. He recently served as the National Field Director at 
Enroll America, where he oversaw all state field efforts related to the Get Covered 

campaign. These efforts included building a program that facilitated getting over one million 
in-person appointments for consumers seeking health insurance under Obamacare. Previously, 
he served an integral role in the planning and launch of Enroll America’s state efforts including 
hiring and training senior leadership roles. Saumya’s background also includes leadership roles for 
campaigns and organizations that scale quickly, including as the Get Out the Vote Director for For 
Our Future Fund (in Florida) and Deputy Field Director for President Obama’s re-election efforts 
in 2012 (also in Florida), and in President Obama’s Administration as an Assistant Director in the 
Executive Office of the President. Saumya resides in Washington, DC. 
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Wally Adeyemo
Wally is a senior advisor at BlackRock and the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. He works closely with BlackRock’s advisory businesses, which include the 
Financial Markets Advisory, Client Solutions, and BlackRock Investment Institute groups. 
His research at CSIS looks at macroeconomics, trade and investment, finance, and 
development. Mr. Adeyemo is also a member of Aspen Economic Strategy Group, 
which seeks to address significant structural challenges in the U.S. Economy.  Mr. 

Adeyemo previously served as the Deputy National Security Advisor for International Economics and 
Deputy Director of the National Economic Council, serving as President Obama’s senior international 
economic advisor.  He has held several senior management positions at the Treasury Department, 
including Senior Advisor and Deputy Chief of Staff.  He served as the Treasury department’s chief 
negotiator for the Trans-Pacific Partnership’s provisions on macroeconomic policy.  Mr. Adeyemo 
served as the first Chief of Staff at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). Prior to joining 
the Obama Administration, Mr. Adeyemo was an Editor for the Hamilton Project. He received a B.A. 
from the University of California, Berkeley and a J.D. from Yale Law School.

Taylor Campbell
Taylor is owner of Contextual Strategy (www.contextualstrategy.com) and former 
Director of Correspondence Systems Innovation under President Barack Obama. She 
has built success as an entrepreneur with digital communication consulting practices in 
Los Angeles, CA and Washington, D.C. She provides tech and digital services, strategy 
consulting, and skills trainings to changemakers, entrepreneurs, and philanthropic 
organizations. Clients include the Women’s Foundation of California, General Assembly, 

the Black Lives Matter Network, the Meyer Foundation, and several Silicon Beach startups. At 
the White House, she lent her expertise in coding, database development, and technical product 
management to improve President Obama’s correspondence with public constituents. Previously, 
she introduced disability-accessible web and mobile content to the Federal Courts and Judiciary, 
worked internationally in Santiago, Chile as Latín América Digital Communications and Social Media 
Coordinator for TECHO, and managed communications for celebrity chef José Andrés’s global 
charity World Central Kitchen. Taylor earned her M.A. in Intercultural Communication from American 
University and her B.A. in Communication from Howard University, Summa Cum Laude. 

Tené A. Dolphin
Tené currently serves as the Interim Director of the District of Columbia Department 
of Small and Local Business Development. Prior to this role, Tené served as Chief 
of Staff for the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) within the U.S. 
Department of Commerce providing leadership and coordination for the agency’s 
day to day operations. Before joining EDA, Tené was appointed as the Director of 
the Office of the Executive Secretariat in the Office of the Secretary for the U.S. 

Department of Commerce. Tené began her political career during the 2004 presidential campaign 
cycle. She served as the Director of Special Projects for the Democratic National Committee where 
she was responsible for implementing emergency plans, organizing travel for 400 staffers deployed 
to surrogate operations around the nation, and coordinating logistics for new hires and other 
special projects. Tené also worked as an educator for several years in Maryland’s Prince George’s 
County. Tené graduated with honors from Howard University with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology. She is originally from Philadelphia and now lives in Washington D.C. 
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Will Jawando
Will is an attorney, activist, and community leader with a lifelong dedication to public 
service. He is a candidate for County Council at large, Montgomery County, MD. He 
has a B.A. in Sociology from Catholic University of America (CUA) and a J.D. from the 
prestigious CUA Columbus School of Law, where he started their first NAACP chapter. 
Will has worked with House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Senator Sherrod Brown, 
and then-Senator Barack Obama. During the 8-year Obama Administration, Will 

had the honor of serving as Associate Director of the White House Office of Public Engagement, 
followed by a position as an advisor to U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan at DOE. In 
2017, Will created and executed Summer R.I.S.E., a job shadowing program that placed 400+ 
Montgomery County High School students in career experiences. In 2014, Will founded Our Voices 
Matter, Maryland, a social justice non-profit that works with all communities to develop broader 
civic engagement, grassroots activism, and leadership. Will is also a co-founder of the African 
Immigrant Caucus (AIC) whose mission is to increase civic engagement, economic development 
and political participation of Africans in the diaspora, in Maryland, D.C., and Virginia. A devoted 
husband to Michele and father of three beautiful girls, Will’s family is his greatest achievement.

Zaid Zaid
Zaid recently joined Facebook’s Public Policy team where he focuses on Strategic 
Response. Prior, he was Special Assistant to the President and Associate White 
House Counsel in the Obama Administration where he worked on sensitive and 
high-level issues such as the Congressional investigation into Benghazi and the 
federal response to the Flint, Michigan water crisis. Prior, he was a senior associate at 
Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale and Dorr where he worked on internal investigations, 

including related to the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, traveling to Switzerland, the UK, Hong Kong, 
and Singapore. He also represented a Guantanamo Detainee in federal court, and advised the 
Egyptian-American Rule of Law Association on a number of issues following the ousting of former 
President Hosni Mubarak. Prior to law school, he was a political officer in the Foreign Service in 
Baghdad, Iraq, at the U.S. Mission to the U.N. in New York, at U.S. Embassy Cairo, and he studied 
Arabic at the Foreign Service Institute in Tunis. He has a JD from Columbia Law School, an MALD 
from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, and a BSFS from the School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown. Zaid lives in DC with his husband and their sons Xavi and Rami.
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Black44 Contacts
Trista Allen   			  trista.allen@gmail.com   	 Associate Director, TTLA   

Vanessa Allen Sutherland   vallen11@yahoo.com   	 Chairperson/CEO, US Chemical Safety Board    

Roy Austin  			   rjbosti@yahoo.com  	 Partner, Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis, LLP   

Yvette	Badu-Nimako   	 yvette.knight@gmail.com   Congressional Liaison, CFPB

Acacia	 Bamberg Salatti   	 abamberga@aim.com 	 VP External Affairs, Planned Parenthood 
Hudson Peconic

Elisa Basnight   		  elisa.basnight@gmail.com   Senior VP, Health Net, Centene Corp.

Vincent Bish   		  vincentbish@gmail.com   	

Yvette	Bourcicot   		  yvette.bourcicot@gmail.com   Associate Deputy General Counsel, DOD 

Melissa Bradley   		  mlb84@georgetown.edu   	Managing Partner, Sidecar Social Finance

Allyn Brooks-LaSure 	 brookslasure@gmail.com   	Foreign Service, State Department

Adriane Brown   		  brown.adriane@gmail.com   Senior Associate, SKDKnickerbocker 

Kawezya Burris   		  kawezya@gmail.com   	 Attorney, Bank of America 

Myles	Caggins 		  myles.caggins3@gmail.com   Nat’l Security Fellow, Harvard Kennedy 
School

Taylor	Campbell   		  taylorlenore@gmail.com   Owner, Contextual Strategy  

Nnaji Campbell   		  nnajicampbell@gmail.com   Senior Associate, Meridiam Infrastructure   
	
Teri Coaxum   		  tericoaxum@yahoo.com   Founder & CEO, Coaxum Connects LLC	   

Keia Cole   			   keiacole@gmail.com   Head of Strategy & Operations, Customer 
Experience Group, MassMutual

Alexia Currie  		  alexiajcurrie@gmail.com   Analyst, Bloomberg

Sabrina Curtis   		  sabrinajcurtis@gmail.com   Doctoral Student, GWU

Rody Damis   		  rody.damis@gmail.com   Legislative Analyst, OMB

Marco Davis   		  marcodavis92@gmail.com   Partner, New Profit

Michael Davis  		  miles3030@aol.com   Head of DC Specialists, T. Rowe Price

Russella L. Davis-Rogers  	 russellaldavisrogers@gmail.com   Senior Manager, Development, 
Turnaround for Children, Inc.
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Brionne Dawson		  Brionnedawson@gmail.com	 Director, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Theola DeBose		  theola.debose@live.com	 Co-Founder, Partner, GraySide Media Group	

Michelle DePass		  mdpnyc@yahoo.com	 Dean & Professor, The New School	
	
Kalisha Dessources		  kfdessources@gmail.com	 PhD Candidate, Yale University	

Nicole Dickelson		  ndickelson@gmail.com	 Dir. of Strategic Initiatives, UnitedHealth Group

Lauren Dugas Glover	 lrdglover@aol.com	 Public Art Manager, DC Commission on the Arts & 
Humanities

Lynn Dupree			  jlynnparker@gmail.com	 Deputy General Counsel, Privacy & Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board

Karen Evans			   karen.evans2010@gmail.com	 Consultant, Deloitte		

Linda Elam			   linda.elam@gmail.com	 CEO, Amerigroup District of Columbia, Inc.

Adaeze Enekwechi		  aenenkwechi@gmail.com	 VP, Health Policy, Strategy & Analytics, 
McDermott+Consulting

CJ Epps			   c.j.epps3@gmail.com	 VP, Marketing & Communications, CBC 
Foundation, Inc.

Ashley Etienne		  aestephens15@gmail.com	       Senior Advisor, Dem. Leader Nancy Pelosi

Linda Etim			   etimova@hotmail.com

Shomari Figures		  scfigures@gmail.com	 Legislative Counsel,	Senator Sherrod Brown	

Charlotte Flemmings	 cjflemmings@gmail.com	 Founder, Sickle Cycle

Stephanie Gaither		  stephanie.gaithers@gmail.com	 Americas East Campaigns Coordinator, 
Airbnb Inc.	

Demetria Gallagher		 demetriaagallagher@gmail.com	 Co-Founder, Senior Director for Social 
Innovation, The Jamii Group

Artealia Gilliard		  Artealia@yahoo.com       Dir. of Communications, Nathan Cummings 
Foundation

Reggie Govan		  rcgovan@aol.com

J. Nadine Gracia		  graciajn@gmail.com		

Rashage Green		  rashagegreen@gmail.com	 Deputy Chief Counsel, Senate Committee on 
Aging	
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Kevin Hagan			  kevin_hagan@yahoo.com	 Workforce Coordinator, City of New Orleans 
Mayor’s Office		

Thamar Harrigan		  t.e.harrigan@gmail.com	 Attorney

Adrienne Harris		  adrienneaharris@gmail.com	 Chief Business Development Officer 
and General Counsel, States Title, Inc.

Jelani	Hayes			  jelanihayes@g.harvard.edu		 Harvard Doctoral Student, Harvard 
University	

Charlotte Hayes		  charlottehayes75@gmail.com	 Specialist Master, Deloitte	     

Tequia	Hicks Delgado	 tequiahicks@hotmail.com	 Speaker, Advisor	

Michael Hornsby		  michaelhornsby00@gmail.com	 Customer Success Director	, 
Salesforce	

Jamie	Jackson		  jamiejackson.esq@gmail.com	 Contract Attorney, Law Counsel	

Cara James			   Cara.James@gmail.com	 Director, CMS	

Nate Jenkins			  NateJenkins3@gmail.com		  Director, External Affairs, Sidewalk 
Labs	
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Brent Johnson	 brentajohnson12@gmail.com	 Special Assistant & Traveling Chief of Staff, 
Deputy Mayor for Greater Economic Opportunity

Alex T.	 Johnson	 atjsk1@gmail.com	 Senior Policy Advisor for Europe and Eurasia, Open Society 
Foundations	  

Rachael Johnson	 rachaelchristine07@hotmail.com	 Writer, NRDV		

Suzan	Johnson	 CharismaSpeakers@gmail.com	 CEO and Owner, Charisma Speakers	

Gregory Joseph	 gregjoseph.joseph@gmail.com	 Director, Research and Development / Legal 
Secretary, Project Tsehigh / Sidley Austin LLP	

Jamia	Jowers	 jamia.jowers@gmail.com	 Associate Director of Student Recruitment - Global 
Engagement, University of Chicago	

Charmion Kinder	 Charmion.n.kinder@gmail.com	 CEP - Communications Director, Discovery 
Communications	

Laura Kupe		  ljkupe@gmail.com	 Policy Analyst, RAND Corporation	

Kimberln Leary	 kimleary@hms.harvard.edu		 Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School
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Black44 Contacts
LaVita	LeGrys	 lzlegrys@yahoo.com	 Managing Partner, Cambridge Capitol

Ashley	 Lewis		 alewis1186@gmail.com	 Press Secretary, US Senate Committee on Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs	

Greyson Mann	 greyson.c.mann@gmail.com	 Associate, Digital Promise	  

Bryant Marks		 bryantmarks@me.com	 Founding Director, Nat’l Training and Education 
Inst./Morehouse College	

Alise Marshall	 alisemarshall1@gmail.com		 Senior Manager for Opportunity, The 
Walmart Foundation	

Lauren Mims		 lcm9n@virginia.edu		 PhD Student, University of Virginia	

Steven Montoya	 montoya.se@gmail.com	 Senior Strategist, Stones’ Phones		

Mary Morall		  mflmorall@gmail.com	 Executive Assistant, Jane E. Carey P.A.

Nikol NaborsGlass	 oaklandgirl808@gmail.com	 Deputy Director for Administration, DC Child 
and Family Services		

Elise Nelson		  eliseadele3@gmail.com	 Policy Analyst, Executive Office of the Mayor

Sonja	 Nesbit			  snesbit@gmail.com		 Sr. Government Relations Director, Arent Fox 
LLP

Funmi	Olorunnipa		  FunmiOlorunnipa@gmail.com	 Counsel, Palantir Technologies

Stephanie Owens		  sowensro@aol.com	 President, Dolphin Strategies

J. Jioni Palmer		  jioni.palmer@gmail.com	 Founder & Publisher, Thinking Good Media

Denise Pease			  dlpease@aol.com

Sherice Perry			  sherice.perry@gmail.com	 Vice President, Spitfire Strategies

Jason Powell			  jasonpowell.jd@gmail.com		 Legislative Director and Oversight 
Counsel, Office of Rep. Maxine Waters / House Financial Services Cmte.

Rashan Prailow		  prailowr@gmail.com	 Business Analyst, Georgetown University, 
Information Services Department	

Ashlynn Profit		  ashlynn.profit@gmail.com		  Communications Specialist	, Office of 
the Deputy Mayor for Education, DC Government	

Colby Redmond		  redmondcolby@gmail.com		 Attorney
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Sandra V Richardson	 sveronica99@gmail.com	

Audrey Rowe		 arowe1130@sbcglobal.net		 Consultant

Maya Rupert		 maya.rupert@gmail.com	 Senior Director for Policy and Managing Director, 
Center for Reproductive Rights	

Sarah	 Rutherford	 rutherfordsd@gmail.com	 Deputy Press Secretary, New York Attorney 
General’s Office		

Philippa Scarlett	 philippascarlett@yahoo.com

Donald Sherman	 donaldksherman@yahoo.com	 Senior Counsel, Senate HSGAC

Melanie Singh	 melanietsingh@gmail.com

Michael Smith	 msmith@obama.org		 Exec. Director, My Brother’s Keeper Alliance

Camille Stewart	 stewarc3@gmail.com      Sr. Cyber, Innovation, & Privacy Consultant, Deloitte

Maurielle Stewart	 mhstewart17@gmail.com		  Assistant, Prince George’s County, Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs

Stacey J Sublett	 ssublett@bdlaw.com	 Associate, Beveridge & Diamond, PC

Laura Taylor-Kale	 lauratk@gmail.com		  Visiting International Affairs Fellow and Lecturer	
Council on Foreign Relations, Princeton University

Angela Tennison	 angelatennison1@gmail.com	 Leadership Coach, The Leaders 
Coaching Group

Lauren Underwood	 underwood.lauren@gmail.com	 Candidate for Congress (IL-14)	

Melvin	 Washington	 Melvin.washington2@gmail.com	 Graduate Student, University of Michigan

Jannelle Watson	 jannellecatherine@gmail.com	 Sr. Associate, National League of Cities	

Benjamin Webb	 webbsite88@gmail.com	 Senior Director - Global Supply Chain Strategy & 
Innovation, Janssen Pharmaceuticals/J&J	

Tonia Wellons 	 toniawellons@gmail.com	    VP, Greater Washington Community Foundation  

Caira Woods	   	 cairamwoods@aol.com	 Program Officer, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Brent	 Woolfork	 Bwoolfork@hotmail.com	 Director, Center for American Progress
	
Carl Young		  cyoung3@outlook.com	 Partner, Homegrown Strategy Group	

Zaid Zaid		  zaidazaid@gmail.com	 Public Policy Strategic Response, Facebook
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Name				   Email							       Twitter Handle
Aaron	Jenkins 		  aaron@expectations.org				    @mraaronjenkins	
Adam	Hodge		  hodgerc@gmail.com				    @hodge	
Adrienne A.	 Harris		  adrienneaharris@gmail.com			   @CodeXCoasts	
Alex T.	 Johnson		  alex.johnson@opensocietyfoundations.org	 @atjsk1
AnnWalker Marchant	 ann@walkermarchant.com				   @WalkerMarchant	
Anthony Robinson		  robinson@trumanproject.org			   @Robcando	
Antonio White		  antonio@beyondideasgroup.com			  @antoniotheceo
Ashley	 Etienne		  aestephens15@gmail.com				   @ashleyetienne09	
Camille Stewart		  stewarc3@gmail.com				    @CamilleEsq		
Conrad Woody		  Conrad.Woody@kornferry.com			   -
Courtney Snowden		  courtney.snowden@gmail.com			   @DMGEOSnowden	
Diana C. Banks		  dcbanks@gmail.com				    -
James	 Cadogan		  jcadogan@naacpldf.org				    @Caduggy	
Jason	 Green			  jgreen@skillsmart.us					    @g1732	
Jeanne Lambrew		  jlambrew@hotmail.com				    -
Linda Etim			   etimova@hotmail.com	 @Etimisks		  -
Louis Montgomery Jr.	 Louis.Montgomery@kornferry.com		  -	
Maia Estes			   maia.estes@mail.house.gov			   @mhestes03	
Maurielle Stewart		  Mhstewart17@gmail.com 				    -
Michael Smith		  msmith@obama.org 				    -
Michele  Jawando		  mjawando@americanprogress.org		  -	
Ra Shád Frazier-Gaines	 randyrashad@gmail.com 				    @therrgcomplex
Robert  Raben		  robertraben@rabengroup.com			   @RobertRaben	
Roy Austin			   roy.austin@ymail.com				    -
Saumya Narechania		 snarecha@gmail.com / snarechania@ofa.us	 @snarecha	
Taylor Campbell		  taylor@contextualstrategy.com			   @cntxtualstrtgy	
Tené Dolphin			  tene.dolphin@gmail.com				    @PhillyTeeNDC	
Wally Adeyemo		  wallyadeyemo@gmail.com				   -
Will Jawando			  will@willjawando.com				    @wjawando	
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Valerie Jarrett, former Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama, shares reflections 
with over 200 appointees as Keynote Speaker during the inaugural Black44 

Professional Development and Networking Retreat in October 2016.
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Black44 Alumni Farewell Brunch
Sunday, October 15, 2017  |  11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Old Engine 12, 1626 North Capitol St NW, Washington, D.C. 20002 

A Conversation with Valerie Jarrett and Joy-Ann Reid

Valerie Jarrett

Valerie Jarrett served as the Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama 
from 2009 to 2017, overseeing the Offices of Public Engagement 
and Intergovernmental Affairs, and chairing the White House Council 
on Women and Girls. During her career at the White House, she 
helped diverse groups of advocates behind efforts to strengthen 
and improve access to middle class and to champion equality and 
opportunity for all Americans. She worked on important campaigns 
to end sexual assault, and on workplace policies that empower 

working families and promote entrepreneurship and early childhood education and other 
issues. Prior to serving in the White House, Jarrett was the Chief Executive Officer of The 
Habitat Company in Chicago, Chairman of the Chicago Transit Board, Commissioner 
of Planning and Development, and Deputy Chief of Staff for Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley. Prior to that, she served as Co-Chair of the Obama-Biden Presidential Trans Team, 
and the director of corporate and not-for-profit boards including Chairman of the Board 
of the Chicago Stock Exchange, Chairman of the University of Chicago Medical Center 
Board of Trustees, and Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. Jarrett received 
her bachelor’s degree in psychology from Stanford University in 1978 and received a Juris 
Doctor from the University of Michigan Law School in 1981. 

Joy-Ann Reid

Joy-Ann Reid is a political analyst for MSNBC and host of “AM Joy,” 
which airs Saturdays and Sundays from 10 A.M. ET to noon ET. She 
is also the author of the book “Fracture: Barack Obama, the Clintons 
and the Racial Divide,” co-editor of “We Are The Change We Seek: 
The Speeches of Barack Obama” (Bloomsbury USA), and a columnist 
at The Daily Beast. Reid was previously the host of “The Reid Report,” 
a daily program that offered Reid’s distinctive analysis and insight 
on the day’s news. Before that, Reid was the Managing Editor of 

theGrio.com, a daily online news and opinion platform devoted to delivering stories and 
perspectives that reflect and affect African-American audiences. She is a former talk radio 
producer and host for Radio One, and previously served as an online news editor for the 
NBC affiliate WTVJ in Miramar, FL. During the 2004 presidential campaign, Reid served 
as the Florida deputy communications director for the 527 “America Coming Together” 
initiative, and was a press aide in the final stretch of President Barack Obama’s Florida 
campaign in 2008. Reid graduated from Harvard University in 1991 with a concentration in 
film, and is a 2003 Knight Center for Specialized Journalism fellow.
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Black44 would like to thank: The Joint Center team (Spencer Overton 
and Neville DePass), The George Washington University staff, our event 

planner Sabriya Williams, the Black44 steering committee (Adrienne 
Harris, Funmi Olorunippa, Karen Evans, Michael Hornsby, Taylor 

Campbell, and Zaid Zaid), the Black44 committee members (Rachael 
Johnson, Bunmi Akinnusotu, China Dickerson, Brent Johnson, Caira 
Woods, Camille Stewart, Laura Kupe, Charlotte Flemmings, William 
Marshall, Jr., Sonja Nesbit), our dedicated volunteers (Lynn Parker 

Dupree, Denise Scott, William Marshall, Jr., Maurielle Stewart, Thamar 
Harrigan, Ajashu Thomas), all of our distinguished guests, and everyone 

who registered to attend today’s retreat.
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